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Armand de Vignerot de Pont Courlay was chosen
to bear the title and perpetuate the name of Riche-
lieu. His descendants at least kept the name from
becoming only an historical recollection. Marshal
Richelieu was one of the best known men of the
eighteenth century, not only In France but in
Europe. He was also one of the most despicable
of characters, a professional Lothario, vain, corrupt,
greedy, and false. Yet, though he was a poor
soldier, an Inconstant lover, and an empty braggart,
Marshal Richelieu was always popular; there was a
certain audacity about the man that attracted the
public; wit he had in abundance; he led a long and
unworthy career of fourscore years, beloved by
women, admired by men, and favoured by his
sovereign.

His grandson was of a different type; less bril-
liant than his ancestor, he did honourable work for
France and for humanity.

The fortunes of another branch of Richelieu's
family possess a certain interest. Marshal la Matl-
leraie was Richelieu's cousin on the mother's side,
and attained to prominence and wealth by the
Cardinal's favour. Many years later, when Mazarin
came to select a husband for the niece to whom he
proposed to leave the bulk of his enormous wealth,
he was embarrassed in the choice. There were
many suitors for the greatest heiress In Europe, the
favourite niece of the minister who ruled France.
Charles II. was refused because he was an exile; the
heir of the Courtenays who once sat on the throne
of Constantinople was refused because he was too
a great career seemed before him, but at the age of
